MOTUIHE PROJECT

TREE PLANTING  Every  Saturday and Sunday to 31 August
PHOTO COMPETITION Closing date extended to 14 July

KAKARIKI  Red crowned parakeets exploring the island

1. Tree planting commenced later this year than normal because of the dry soil conditions however volunteers are invited to come and assist plant the stream bank and area behind Snapper Bay. As an alternative, work is also underway in the nursery pricking out plants for planting in 2009. We provide a sausage sizzle and cup of tea at lunch time to supplement your own lunch and drink. No experience is necessary and new volunteers are welcome. Spades are provided but bring sturdy footware and warm clothing. 

2. Owing to the enormous amount of publicity and the unexpected work load that the release of the Kakariki incurred, we feel it is only fair to delay the closing date for the Photographic Competition until Monday July 14th. We hope that this does not cause too much disappointment with you all, but as most of you are aware, those of us involved with the Motuihe Restoration Project are Volunteers, and we have not had the time to view and classify all of the entries. This will also give some of you the opportunity to even photograph our new parakeet editions and recent plantings that are now much more visible since a lot of the tall grass has died back. Prize winners will now be notified on the weekend beginning July 21st 

3. The kakariki which were released in mid May are now being sighted from one end of Motuihe Island to the other. 12 of the 31 birds which were helicopted from Little Barrier Island to Motuihe Island in May have radio transmitters and they have all been identified with the other banded birds and appear to be thriving on grass seed, coprosma berries, and pohutukawa buds. 

School trips, university field trips, and corporate trips to Motuihe Island have been very successful and we welcome enquiries from these groups for mid week and weekend activities.

The Motuihe Project tree sponsorship programme provides certificates with the GPS coordinates of their tree so that sponsors will be able to identify their tree for many decades. See www.motuihe.org.nz for details.

360 Discovery Ferry departs from Pier 3 at 9.15am and returns at 2.30pm. Every Saturday and Sunday until 31 August. The fare for volunteers is $18.00.

Ring 0800 MOTUIHE (0800 668844) after 7.00am on the morning of the trip to listen to cancellations and messages.

We look forward to seeing you on Motuihe Island soon.

