HERE would we be without the

dreamers? On Saturday

morning, 81-year-old
conservation picneer Jim Holdaway
hiked up the spine of Motuihe Island and
released one of four kakarilki — the red-
crowned parakest —helicoptered in
fircrm Little Barrier Island.

He was surrounded in the little grove
of remnart coastal fovest by fellow
dreamers who listened to stories of the
days before stoats and rats and mice and
men. when great flocks of these cute
parrots chattered about every partof
New Zealand.

IMassey University conservationist
Luis Ortiz-Catedral, who is oversseing
thetranslocation, says that once
established on Motuihe, they might hop
across toother islands and one day even
popup 15km away in downtown
Anckland's Albert Park.

As the speechifying went on, a glance
back to the Sky Tower, shimmering up
the harbour in the still antumn sunlight,
was enough to make it all seem possible,
All around us, the rapid transformation
of 179 hectare Motuihe Island was proof
of the power of dreams.

Free of rats and mice sinee 1996 and
of rabbits firom 2004, the island is rapidly
being transformed fiom farmland toan
anthentic natural environment. A sign
dated 2004 grects you at the startof a
track of already head-high flowering
manuka and assorted other natives.

In just five years, volunteers under
the guidance of John Lanrence and the
Motuihe Trust have planted more than
140,000 trees and shrabs. In 2008 they
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planted 5500, 1ast year the number was
47,000, ATl come firom seed collectad on
the island and grown in the tust's
THUrSEry.

Wewere there on false pretences.
The invite had said a flock of S0 birds
was to be liberated. But onarrival we
learned that there'd been a “pre-releass™
of aronnd 20 birds on Wednesday. The
stress of being canght in nests back on
Little Barrier had beena bitmuch for
some, and it was decided rather than
keep them in the aviary for a week, it
was best to let them go sooner.

However friendly and curious they
normally are, the pre-releasers did not
rush to greet uson Saturday. With a new

island to explore, they probably had
better things todo.

Tmwmst admit my knowledge of this
giant native budgie was rather slim
until now. Apparently it was as
ubiguitous as the house sparrow and
then some throughout MNew Zealand
until rats and stoats and other
introduced predators rapidly cleaned
them out. Even their ability tolay upto
nine eggs aclutch was no defence,

A quick Google reveals that while
unknown to most of us athome,
kakariki are popular cage birds, both
amongst licensed breeders here, and
collectors around the world, including
Israel, Belginm. United Kingdom,
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Holland and Australia. They even have
there own web site, where enthusiasts
swap notes about the antics of their
favourite “kaks” and "kikes.”

Indeed, if they could lose their
unfortunate nicknames, they sound
rather a more fin national bird to be
narmed after than the boring, nocturnal.
worti-grubbing kiwi

“Hi could anyone tell me what signs
Iwill see when niy kaki's want to flirt
‘with each other. The femals has alveady
had eggs in the past and when she s in
full lowe mood cocls her bottom in the
air, wings start flapping, throws her
head back and makes a lot of noise. Well
‘what I want to kmow is what o expect
from the male.”

The reply: “Initially the male often
places a foot on her back, sort of a g,
flashes his iris, feeds her and makes
little tweeting sounds.”

Mow what Kiwi bloke couldn't
identify with that endearing exchange.

On amore basic level, Tontana says
hisher “sweet 1ittle kalkarikis eat nsing
their feet” and thinks it's “too dammn
cute” but wonders whether it is normal.
Fellow fanciers reassure him it 1s.

However, the rat trap on the shore
line just beyond the wharf is a reminder
of how unsafe the Mew Zealand
environment can be forr them. Just last
month an early warning device picked
up a stray rat on Motuihe which was
quickly tracked down by a detection dog.

Luckily. it seems to be a loner. Swam
across from nearby Motutapu perhaps?
DNA testing is underway to try and find
ont.



